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Friday 16th March 2018 
From Mrs May 

Children in years 1-6 have completed reading and spelling tests this week, as well as an assessed 
piece of writing. In assembly on Wednesday, they became giraffe experts (ask them what they 
know!) and then they wrote an imaginary diary about a holiday at Giraffe Manor in Nairobi, Kenya. 
Parents will be given the test results next week, so please look out for them in book bags. 

Thank you to FS and Year 6 for a very cute buddy assembly this morning. We learnt all about life 
“Under The Sea” and enjoyed a humorous play and some great songs along the way. It is lovely to 
see how the buddy system works in action. It is so beneficial for the older children to take 
responsibility and for the younger ones to learn from such good role models. There are some great 
relationships forming. 

Next Thursday, 22nd March, FS, FW & FT parents are invited to take part in a parent workshop at 
7pm. This is an opportunity to learn more about your child’s development and there will be some 
tips about how you can support your child out of school. Research proves over and over that a 
strong school/home partnership can benefit a child hugely, so please make time for this important 
session. 
 

Music for Youth Competition 

On Wednesday, our school choir took part in the regional Music for Youth festival. We were amongst 
the 40,000 children participating this year nationwide. It was a wonderful opportunity to perform to 
a real audience in very impressive surroundings. Our children rose to the occasion and sung (or 
played) beautifully. I am incredibly proud of them all. Thank you to each and every child for learning 
the words (and actions) and for taking part with such enthusiasm. A huge thank you to Mrs Sangster 
for preparing the choir so thoroughly. Attached to this newsletter is a sheet with the adjudicators’ 
notes on our performance and there are two videos on the website. 



Longwood Newsletter 
 

 

 

Sport Relief – A message from the events prefects 

We are holding a competition which involves Spot The Difference (FT, 

FW, FS and KS1) and Letter Logic (for LKS2 and UKS2). Copies are 

attached to this newsletter. Please print off a copy at home and bring 

your entries into school by 23rd March. Everyone who enters will get a 

Sport Relief sticker.  

As your children will find out in assembly next Monday, Sport Relief 

is coming up. Our event is on 23rd March. On that day, we will be hosting 

some sporty games at break time. Stickers will be given out for taking part. A 

few things to remember are that it would be nice if your kids participate in our clothing 

theme. They should wear red or they can wear sportswear, such as sweatbands, football shirts or 

maybe just a swimsuit over a t-shirt and trousers. Please remember to bring £1 into school and put it 

into a moneybox. The money we raise will go to the Sport Relief charity. 

Sport Relief wristbands on sale from Monday onwards. They cost £1 and are available at reception. 

Many thanks from Amelia and Ava. 

Gymnastic Badges 

Well done to all children who have earned a gymnastics award. Please check your child’s book bag 

for a slip giving details about which badge(s) your child is entitled to. Return slips and money need to 

be given to Lindsay or Anita by next Friday (23rd March). 

Nursery News 

The Apple children have been looking at colours this month. We have created our own rainbow 

using our hands and feet. We used red, orange, yellow, green, blue, purple and pink (the colours of 

the rainbow – almost ) and have been learning the rainbow song. 
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UKS2 Trip by Max and Amelia H 

 

On Monday, we went to Lee Valley. It was full of adventure and fun. First of all, we went to the 

Olympic velodrome and we saw people riding on the track. They were practising and there was a 

person showing off, who made us all laugh. He took his hands off the handlebars and was stretching. 

Then we got into groups and did TV reports about the velodrome. We also drew a picture of the 

outside of the velodrome and the surroundings. After lunch, we went to Lee Valley Park. We did 

some orienteering, which was a competition between three teams. It was a great chance to find our 

way using a map. The “9 Emeralds” were the winning team. Despite all the miserable weather, we 

really enjoyed ourselves. 

FS Visitors 

Continuing with the theme “People Who Help Us”, FS had a visit from a local vet this week. She 

brought in a dog and a tortoise. Rai and Kyle said, “We fed the dog and we were all touching the dog. 

It felt lovely. The tortoise didn’t hide in its shell. She told us that vets help make animals better.”  
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News from FW 

Mrs Madawela brought in 
frogspawn from her pond. We 
collected some pond weed and 
water from our secret garden 
pond. The frogspawn is now 
outside our classroom under 
the canopy; the children can 
look at it anytime and hopefully 
see the changes. We have read 
stories about frogs and 
watched a TV programme 
about growing frogs. We have 
learnt the correct names of the 
stages of a frog using a blow up 
inflatable frog life cycle - 
frogspawn, tadpole, froglet and 
frog. We made frogs using 
paper plates and in PE, 
we pretended to be frogs and 
found out how many jumps it 
would take to reach the hoop. 

Funding Information from HMRC 

30 hours free childcare - We’re encouraging those parents who haven’t yet applied for a 30 hours 

code for the summer term to apply now. HMRC sometimes needs more information from the parent 

to check whether they’re eligible, so parents must allow good time for this. There are materials to 

support schools to encourage parents to apply in good time – including some updated social media 

content – in the partner toolkit: http://transfer.23red.com/public/files/3x0j-47c7fkfg . 

Parents who already have an eligibility code need to reconfirm their eligibility for 30 hours and / or 

Tax-Free Childcare every 3 months. 

 

Tax-Free Childcare - Parents using 30 hours may also be able to save money with Tax-Free Childcare 

on their additional childcare costs. Parents are encouraged to save with Tax-Free Childcare - helping 

them with their Easter holiday childcare costs. Parents can receive up to £2,000 per child, per year, 

through Tax-Free Childcare – to go towards everything from childminders and nurseries to after-

school and holiday clubs. HMRC are asking schools to promote the scheme to local parents and 

childcare providers, to ensure as many parents as possible can benefit from support with childcare. 

More information can be found here http://fsc-hertscc.tfemagazine.co.uk/13-march-

2018/information-and-guidance/free-early-education-for-three-and-four-year-olds 

 

  

http://transfer.23red.com/public/files/3x0j-47c7fkfg
http://fsc-hertscc.tfemagazine.co.uk/13-march-2018/information-and-guidance/free-early-education-for-three-and-four-year-olds
http://fsc-hertscc.tfemagazine.co.uk/13-march-2018/information-and-guidance/free-early-education-for-three-and-four-year-olds
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Attachments To This Newsletter 

 Music for Youth – Adjudicator Notes 

 Sports Relief Competitions 

 

Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Thursday 22nd March 7pm, classrooms Parent workshops 
explaining EY 
methods and how 
you can help your 
child 

FS parents – maths 
workshop 
FT & FW parents – physical 
development workshop 

Friday 23rd March All day Sports Relief Dress in red or sports gear, 
fun and games during the 
day 

Saturday 28th April Morning Yr 5/6 girls netball 
tournament at St 
Margaret’s School 

Details to be confirmed but 
all girls are welcome to join 
in. 

Wednesday 2nd May Morning  Class and nursery 
group photos and 
whole school/ 
nursery photo 

 

Wednesday 2nd May 7.30 pm at school FoL meeting All welcome. 

Friday 11th May School hall Movie Night Mini movie for FS at 5.45 
Main movie at 7pm 

Thursday 24th May 9.45ish (time to 
be confirmed) at 
Bushey Grove 
Leisure Centre 

KS1 and KS2 gym 
display 

For KS1 & KS2 parents. 

Wednesday 13th June 7.30 pm at school FoL meeting All welcome. 

Friday 15th June School hall  Mini Disco 5.30-6.30 for FT/FW/FS  

Friday 15th June School hall Main Disco 7-9pm for KS1 & KS2 

Tuesday 19th June – 
Friday 22nd June 

4 days UKS2 trip to France Details to follow. 

Tuesday 26th June Morning – time to 
be confirmed 

KS2 Swimming Gala KS2 parents invited to watch 

Thursday 28th June Late morning and 
lunchtime 

Preschool sports day All parents and friends 
welcome to watch games 
and share a picnic lunch 

Thursday 28th June Lunchtime and 
afternoon 

Main school sports 
day 

All parents and friends 
welcome to share a picnic 
lunch and watch games and 
races. Prize giving at 3.30pm 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 
There will be ice-creams and lollies for sale on the playground after sports day. This will be strictly 
cash only so please make sure you have some. If you are not attending, but would like your child 
to have an ice-cream, please make sure your child has some cash. 

Saturday 30th June 12-3pm in the 
school grounds 

Longwood Fete Open to all nursery and 
school family and friends 

Thursday 5th July 7pm at school Year 6 Leavers’ 
Celebration 

All KS2 children to attend. 
Parents and friends all 
welcome. 

Sunday 16th Sept Cassiobury Park, 
12pm onwards 

FoL family picnic Bring your own picnic. Come 
and have fun. 

Thursday 4th Oct 7pm Open Evening This is for prospective 
parents. Please spread the 
word. 

 


